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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-38 are pending in the application. 

Response to Arguments 

2. .Applicant's arguments filed 03/26/08 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. Applicant argued in the REMARKS that "the cited reference does not 
disclose, or even suggest, that, after a plurality of communication sessions have been 
established, selecting one of the communication sessions and then identifying the first 
active communication session." Examiner respectfully disagrees. The limitation " after a 
plurality of communication sessions have been established " is not in the claim. The 
limitation of claim 1 simply states "establishing a plurality of communication sessions", 
nothing in the claim suggests "a plurality of communication session have been 
established ". Applicant further argues that "Pan does not disclose identifying a first 
active communication session, which has been selected from a plurality of 
communication sessions." Again there is nothing in the claim suggests that identifying a 
first active communication session after a plurality of communication session has been 
selected ." The claim limitation simply states "selecting one of the plurality of 
communication sessions to be a first active communication session; identifying the first 
active communication session to the network proxy." Applicant further argues that 
"provides a SIP invite request 300 to a SIP proxy 212, is not relate to identifying a first 
active communication session to a network proxy". Examiner respectfully disagrees. . 
Examiner interprets "identifying the first active communication session" is in a form of 



Application/Control Number: 10/628,167 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2616 

SIP invite request for call transaction identifiers. Nothing in the claim clarified how the 
step of identifying the active communication session came about. As states in the 
Office Action, Pan et al discloses a method for facilitating packet communications from 
a terminal to a network proxy comprising: 

establishing a plurality of communication sessions (establishing 
communication session 214 and communication session 220) via a plurality of 
access networks (cellular network 502 and access network 504) with the network 
proxy (proxy network 212), which facilitates communications between terminal 
(communication device 202) and at least one communication device (communication 
device 204). (Figure 5 shows the establishing of communication session 214 and 
communication session 220, which facilitates communications between source 
terminal 202 and destination communication device 204, Col. 9, lines 25-30 
teaches "the first communication device 202 and the second communication 
device 204 initiate multiple communication sessions across the same 
communication path or paths and each individual communication session is 
defined by the accompanying SIP call transaction identifier, such as 302 or 402); 

selecting one of a plurality of communication sessions to be a first active 
communication session (Col. 3, lines 47-50 shows a first communication session is 
selecting to be a first active communication session for transmitting text or voice 
data); 

identifying the first active communication session to the network proxy (Pan et al 
further the first network 206 identifying the first active communication session by 
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provides the first SIP invite request to the SIP proxy 212, via communication path 
216, Col. 3, lines 35-40); 

transferring packets to or from the network proxy using the first active 
communication session of effect communication with the at least one communication 
device ("within the first communication session, communication information is of 
a first media and communicated through a first network", step 610), (FIG. 5 and 
FIG. 6). 

Examiner respectfully believes Pan et al disclose all the claimed limitations 
recited in arguable claim. Therefore, the rejections stand. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under 
section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, 
except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application 
filed in the United States only if the international application designated the 
United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English 
language. 

4. Claims 1-5, 10-15, 20-25, 29-33, 35 and 38 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) 
as being anticipated by Pan et al (US 6,862,277). 
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Regarding claims 1, 11, 21 and 30, Pan et al disclose a device and method for 
facilitating packet communications from a terminal to a network proxy comprising: 

establishing a plurality of communication sessions (session 214 and session 220) 
via a plurality of access networks (cellular network 502 and access network 504) with 
the network proxy (proxy 212), which facilitates communications between the terminal 
(202) and at least one communication device (204); 

selecting one of the plurality of communication session to be a first active 
communication session ("conduct a first communication session through the SIP 
proxy with a second communication device, utilizing the first SIP invite request", 
step 606); 

identifying the first active communication session to the network proxy ("the first 
communication device 202 provides the first SIP invite request 300 to the SIP 
proxy 212 across the cellular network 502 via communication path 214" (Col. 4, 
lines 65-67); and 

transferring packets to or from the network proxy using the first active 
communication session to effect communications with the at least one communication 
device ("within the first communication session, communication information is of 
a first media and communicated through a first network", step 610), (FIG. 5, FIG. 
6) 
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Regarding claims 2, 12, 22, 31, Pan et al further teach selecting at least a 
second one of the plurality of communication session to be a second active 
communication session wherein there are at least first and second active 
communication sessions ("conduct a second communication session through the 
SIP proxy with a second communication device, utilizing the second SIP invite 
request", step 608); 

Transferring packets to or from the network proxy using the first and second 
active communication sessions to effect the communications with the at least one 
communication device ("within the second communication session, 
communication information is of a second media and communicated through a 
second network", step 612). 

Regarding claims 3, 13, 23 and 32, Pan et al further teach wherein the packets 
transferred using the first active communication session carry information different than 
carried in the packets transferred using the second active communication session ("the 
first communication session is directed to a first media, such as, but not limited 
to, text or voice data.. ..the second communication session may also be directed 
to at least one media type, such as, but not limited to, video.", Col. 3-4, line 45-50, 
1-5, respectively). 

Regarding claims 4, 14, 24, 33, Pan et al further teach wherein the packets 
(request packets) are duplicated and sent over both the first and second active 
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communication sessions (first request and second request are duplicated when the first 
call transaction values 303 are equal to the corresponding second call transaction 
value, both of the first request and second request sent from the first communication 
device 202 to the proxy node 212. Col. 6, line 10-15). 

Regarding claim 5, 15, 25 and 34, Pan et al further teach determining a need to 
switch from the first active communication session; 

selecting at least a second one of the plurality of communication session to be a 
second active communication session; 

providing indicative of the need to switch from the first active communication 
session to the second active communication session; and 

transferring packets to or from the network proxy using only the second active 
communication session effect the communications with the at least one communication 
device (Col. 11, line 8-24). 

Regarding claims 10, 20, 29, 38 Pan et al teach wherein communication with the 
plurality of access networks are based on disparate communication technologies (col. 
4, line 50-55, "a cellular network 502 and the access network 504, such as a 
Bluetooth or IEEE 802.11 access network or any suitable other access network as 
recognized by one having ordinary skill in the art.") 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed 
or described as set forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the 
subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the subject 
matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made 
to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was 
made. 

6. Claims 9, 19, 28 and 37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Pan et al (US 6,862,277 B2) in view of Watanabe et al (US 7,072,657 
B2). 

Regarding claims 9, 19, 28 and 37, as explained in the rejection statement of 
claims 1, 11, 21 and 30 (parent claims). Pan et al disclose all the claimed limitations 
recite in parent claims. Pan does not teach wherein the communication sessions are 
tunneling sessions with the network proxy. Watanabe et al, in the same field of 
endeavors, teach this limitation. 

Watanabe et al teach a method called an IP tunneling, by encapsulating the 
packet by the header of the relevant communication protocol and passing the resultant 
data through the network existing on the communication path between the two 
terminals, the communication between the two terminals can be realized. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to those having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time of the invention was made to implement the system and method of Pan et al 
using tunnel sessions. 
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Allowable Subject Matter 

7. Claims 6-8, 16-18, 26-27, 35-36 are objected to as being dependent upon a 
rejected base claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all 
of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

8. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: the prior art made of record fails to teach or fairly suggests in combination the 
steps of transferring the packets to or from the network proxy using the first and second 
active communication session to effect the communications with the at least one 
communication device prior to using only the second active communication session. 

The prior art fails to teach or fairly suggests in combination receiving temporary 
IP address from the respective access networks and using the temporary IP addresses 
to establish the plurality of communication sessions, wherein a public IP address 
associated with the terminal is supported by the network proxy. 

Conclusion 

9. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1 .136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 

10. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Brenda Pham whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3135. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday from 9:00 to 5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynn D. Feild, can be reached on (571) 272-2092. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Group receptionist whose telephone number is 
(571)272-2600. 

April 20, 2008 
/Brenda Pham/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 2616 



